


Today’s rancher preserves the great rangeland, which
blankets vast areas of our country. Good land management
practices result in improved land utilization, dependable
livestock forage supply, diverse plant communities and wildlife
habitats, and a solid foundation for a successful future.

However, trees, shrubs and other woody plants tend
to sneak up on land managers. Brush problems may
start small, spreading in from fence lines and
scattering across grazing areas. Slowly, but surely,
these plants grow and gain enough density to cause
problems, and they most certainly have the upper
hand in drought.

Spike® 20P specialty herbicide from Dow AgroSciences offers thorough,
long-lasting brush control with a 20 percent pelleted formulation for land
managers to renew rangeland. What’s more, Spike 20P lets you sculpt the
landscape according to your land management goals.

Although it’s most economical to stop encroaching brush early using individual
plant treatments, land lost to aggressive brush can be reclaimed. And it can do
so more economically than buying more grazing land. Plus, it’s the right thing to
do for the land and for generations to come.



Spike 20P is a nonrestricted use product that provides long-lasting, broad-spectrum brush
control from the roots up. It’s especially useful in arid regions in the Southwest, where brush
can dry out seasonal streams and deplete moisture from the soil.

Spike 20P allows ranchers to sculpt the landscape depending on their land management goals.
Each treatment involves a prescriptive, customized approach to help revitalize rangeland
long-term. Over time, a carefully planned brush management program using Spike 20P
will enhance and invigorate any rangeland.

Improving grass production.
When brush is controlled, there’s more moisture in the soil.
Moisture combined with better access to sunlight enables
grasses to thrive. Once competition from unwanted brush
is controlled, grass returns and livestock utilization increases,
which translates to increased rates of gain and animal
health improvement.

Increasing carrying capacity.
Improved grass production means more cattle can graze on
the same amount of land, so beef production thrives, too.
As a result of treatment with Spike® 20P specialty herbicide,
an operation’s carrying capacity can be increased without
leasing additional acres. Not only can carrying capacity be
increased, herds can be easier to manage because unwanted
brush won’t impede access.

Better herd management.
Using Spike 20P to control brush results in easier cattle
management. Without tall species on the land, cattle are
more visible. Without dense, thicketed shrubs, they’re also
easier to move around. In fact, ranchers have remarked that
the open areas created by Spike 20P have considerably
decreased their time spent gathering cattle.

Enhancing wildlife habitat, plant diversity.
Very few animals thrive in areas that have heavy brush
infestations. Most game animals, especially deer, prefer
fringe areas where they can browse and still be near
cover. A prescriptive brush control program using Spike 20P
can optimize wildlife habitat by sculpting the land. Treating
strips of brush with Spike 20P is an excellent and economical
way to increase fringe acreage, as the untreated areas
will become all-important edge habitats that can increase
local biodiversity.

Ranchers in Texas, Oklahoma and New Mexico have used
precision applications of Spike® 20P specialty herbicide to
control brush in strips while leaving other swaths untreated to
enhance wildlife habitats. Texas A&M University, AgriLife
Extension researchers found that the untreated strips became
excellent edge habitat for deer, quail and other wildlife.

In addition, University of Wyoming research shows that
when Spike 20P was used to selectively thin big sagebrush,
dry streams came back to life; native grasses and forbs
sprung up; plant diversity increased; and wildlife flourished.

Healthy land stewardship.




